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the cheat, had the general applause. That day my lord told me the Duke made it his business to clear himself from being concerned in the least on cither side, and that his highness should come to him before his lordship would apply himself to his highness in that affair. That his lordship had been the day before with the King, and was two hours in private with him, where lie took notice of a report that my Lord Eochester was to have the white staff of Lord High Treasurer given him ; but his lordship hoped it was not intended, because at that time it would look ill in respect of the difference between the two lords, and seem to throw the right on that aide whore his Majesty bestowed so great a sign of his favour ; that the King said that he should not be Lord Treasurer the sooner for what had lately been done by my Lord Eochester in that concern ; and was angry with my Lord Halifax that he gave credit to any such, rumour.
February 28.    My Lord Halifax told mo the 3)uko had assured him that he was not concerned in tho leant in the difference between him and my Lord Boehester.   My lord replied he was sure his highness would never do an ill thing towards him ; and if he did, that his lordship would never do anything to oppose him, but he could not serve him with the same zeal, and ho might at sonic time repent he had lost his service to the degree ho desired to use it for him ; that he had done in all this no more than he was commanded to do by the King, and who WUH there so great in the kingdom to be displeased with a man's acting according to the King's command F that lu? found they had a mind, meaning Rochester, to be rid of him, and would possibly endeavour to make his .station uneasy, but they should not remove him; first, because he would stay to serve the King, and secondly, to disappoint those that endeavoured to contrive Inn absence; that all his lordship had attempted to do in thin matter was to save the King's money, and could there be a greater